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DECLARATION OF FAITH 
WE BELIEVE 

1. In the verbal inspiration of the 
Bible. 

2. In one God eternally existing in 
three persons; namely, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. That Jesus Christ is the only 
begotten Son of the Father, con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghost, and born 
of the virgin Mary. That Jesus was 
crucified, buried, and raised from 
the dead; that He ascended to heav- 
en and is today at the right hand of 
the Father as the Intercessor. 

That all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, and that 
repentance is commanded of God for 
all and necessary for forgiveness of 
sins. 

5. That justification, regenera- 
tion, and the new birth are wrought 
by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to 
the new birth, through faith in the 
blood of. Christ; through the Word, 
and by the Holy Ghost. 

7. Holiness to be God’s standard 
of living for His people. 

8. In the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost subsequent to a clean heart. 
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The time draws near the birth of 
Christ: 
The moon is hid, the night is still; 
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10. In water baptism by immer- 
sion, and all who repent should be 
baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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“HE IS OUR PEACE” 


MAN’S EFFORTS TOWARD PEACE have set many pat- 
terns to achieve it. In 1305, Pierre Dubois formulated 
a plan for international organization. It carried a pro- 
posal of a temporal union of European princes to recover 
the Holy Land. Early in 1600, there appeared “The Great 
Design of King Henry IV.” It provided for a federation 
of Europe, which was to be repartitioned into fifteen states 
with equal status and also equal territorial and material 
power. But wars continued. In 1694, William Penn pub- 
lished his essay on the “present and future peace of 
Europe.” He proposed that the countries of Europe be 
represented in a sovereign diet that would handle every 
threat to peace. He said, “So depraved is human nature 
that without compulsion some way or other, too many 
would not readily be brought to do what they know is 
right and fit, or avoid what they are satisfied they should 
not do.” This was, indeed, quite unusual for a Quaker, but 
it shows that he had a broad and consistent understand- 
ing of the nature of war-loving peoples. There were 
frequent wars during the eighteenth century, which gave 
rise to more plans for peace. Jeremy Bentham, in 1786, 
@:': his “Plan for a Universal and Perpetual Peace.” 
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is proposal was that the establishment of an interna- 

onal court be made of judicature, but without coercive 
power; a common legislature; and also a prohibition of 
secret diplomacy. But wars continued. 

EQUALITY OF POWER. The principle of balancing 
power is old in international relations. It comes into 
power when one nation or group of nations begins to 
exceed its competitors in military and economic power. 
History shows that Louis XIV, Emperor of France from 
1661 to 1715, consolidated the gains of his predecessors 
and made France the leading power of that day. In 
1895, to counterbalance the threat of power by several 
nations in Middle Europe, France and Russia formed an 
alliance to which Great Britain was added in 1907. Lesser 
powers aligned themselves with these greater in the mad 
scramble for equality of power, to be upset in August, 
1914, when Europe and the world were plunged into 
World War I. By the end of 1918, there was a complete 
collapse of the central powers in Europe, and nothing 
appeared to take its place -until, in 1933, Adolph Hitler 
came into power to rob Europe and the whole world of 
peace. We remember how the Rome-Berlin Axis came 
into being, to which later was added Japan. Britain and 
France, however, clung to the League of Nations in the 
face of gathering war clouds. Russia came into the United 
Nations after being invaded by Germany in 1941; the 
United States, after Pearl Harbor. Thus the balance of 
power principles came into full effect again, and we saw 

he results in World War II. 
THE WORLD LEAGUE FOR PEACE. On Jan. 22, 1917, 
esident Woodrow Wilson gave eloquent expression to 
the concept of a World League for Peace before the 
United States Senate. He said, in part, “In every discussion 
of the peace that must end this war, it is taken for 
granted that that peace must be followed by some concert 
of power which will make it virtually impossible that 
any such catastrophe should overwhelm us again... 
I am proposing, as it were, that the nations should adopt 
the doctrine of President Monroe as the doctrine of the 
world: That no nation should seek to extend its policy 
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over any other nation or people, but that every people 
should be left free to determine its own policy, its own 
way of development, unhindered, unthreatened, unafraid, 
the little with the great and powerful.” 

In 1919, the second great effort to establish concerted 
power was in the establishment of the LEAGUE OF NA- 
TIONS. It was patterned largely after the Alliances formed 
at Vienna in 1815. International anarchy was to be re- 
placed by international law and an international organ- 
ization. It was to be the long-dreamed-of parliament of 
man. But it failed, and the question is, Why did it fail? 
It failed for the same reason all the other efforts toward 
national and international peace have failed. God was 
not sufficiently trusted for guidance and help. Neither 
have the nations followed God as they should; and as a 
consequence, God’s Word has been fulfilled—‘“Sin is a 
reproach to any people,” and, “When they shall sa 
peace and safety, sudden destruction shall come upon 
them as travail upon a woman with child, and they 
Shall not escape.” ‘i‘he Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact, World 
Court, Disarmament Pact, San Francisco Peace Con- 
ference, Atlantic Peace Pact, and the U. N. Pact have 
failed either completely or in part, simply because 
Almighty God has been too little recognized. We have, 
indeed, a very complimentary title—“Christian America.” 
But we have gone a long ways from the standards of 
righteousness. We would do well to consider that a nation 
will reap what it sows as surely as an individual will reap 
that he sows. Sins, wnether individual, national, or inter- 
national, cannot go unpunished always. God’s will toward 
this world is peace. The angels over the Judean hills sang 
His message of peace. But THAT PEACE IS TO MEN OF 
GOOD WILL—MEN WHO LOVE PEACE. You remember 
that the Lord Jesus bequeathed peace to His followers: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you; not 
as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Paul said, “HE IS 
OUR PEACE.” 

David said that God would bless His people with peace, 
yet he said of the wicked, “They speak not peace: but 
they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet 
in the land.” To my mind, this is a picture of Communistic 
Russia. Then David broadens the picture in these words: 
“I am for peace, but when I speak, they are for war.” This 
throws light on a number of faces—Stalin, Gromyko, 
Vishinsky, Molotov, and Mao Tse-tung. But I like Prov. 
16:7: “When a man’s ways please the Lord, he MAKETH 
EVEN HIS ENEMIES TO BE AT PEACE WITH HIM.” 
The same can be true of a nation. This verse is really a 
faith and hope stimulant—it adds encouragement to my 
praying for peace. The pages of sacred history are replete 
with records of how God intervened to defeat the enemy 
nations of His nation, Israel. I know we are far from being 
what we should in national relationship with God, yet we 
stand for righteous principles—freedom of religion, free- 
dom of the press, freedom of speech, freedom from want, 
freedom from fear, freedom from brutality, and hundreds 
of freedoms that could only be devised, promoted and pro- 
tected by Christian-minded people. We believe in God, His 
Son, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, churches as places to wor- 
ship, hospitals tor the sick, homes for the old, and in pro- 
tecting the law-abiding from criminals. Over us wave the 
Stars and Stripes and the Christian Flag. We are not afraid 
to worship God after our own belief and fashion, for 
the law protects us, instead of persecuting, penalizing or 
martyring us for doing so. How long shall we maintain 
these God-given national rights? The answer evidently is, 
That depends on how much we trust in God, as well as 
how much effort we put forth in the right direction. 

We are again celebrating the birth of Christ Jesus, 
God’s love Gift to the world, that in Him we might have 
peace, Christ is the Answer and the only Answer to the 
problem of war. HE IS OUR PEACE, and wherever Christ 
reigns in an individual’s heart there is no room for 
hatred. And that simply means that if He reigned fully 
in the hearts of those responsible for war there would 
be no such thing as war! War would cease! But, if war 
continues until it girdles the globe, there is one thing 
certain and sure: every individual who will may receive 
CHRIST JESUS, THE PRINCE OF PEACE, in his heart 
and life and have individual PEACE. 
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4 oo om in 
BETHLEHEM, PALESTINE 


By H. K. SULEIMAN, clo Foreign Missions Department 


The first Christmas introduced and 
celebrated was in Bethlehem of Judea, 
nearly two thousand years ago. We 
are very fortunate to celebrate the 
same Christmas from year to year, 
and shall continue to do so until 
Christ Jesus comes. Millions of Chris- 
tians scattered around the globe turn 
their affections toward the sacred 
manger where the holy Babe, Christ 
Jesus, was born. 

The manger which the heavenly 
Babe once occupied has been pre- 
served, despite destructions which 
have swept the Holy Land time and 
again. Even the very church which 
was built by Emperor Constantine and 
his mother, Queen Helen, in the year 
334 A. D., has remained in perfect 
condition unto this very day. The 
Greek Orthodox Church, which was 
the Roman state church in those days, 
was regarded to be the official guar- 
dian for all the religious places in the 
country of Palestine, and has re- 
mained so until this day, since most 
Biblical places are still in their pos- 
session. Christians in Palestine, re- 
gardless of denominations, are mostly 
of the Greek Orthodox Church, and 
keep all the feasts which the Church 
observes from year to year. The most 
important and pompous feasts with 
this church are Christmas, Epiphany, 
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Feet Washing, Holy Fire, Easter, and 
Pentecost; but the best of all is 
Christmas. It is given more consider- 
ation by. the public and the priests. 
You should go to Bethlehem just a 
week before Christmas is celebrated 
and watch the people preparing for 
the occasion. Shops and stores in 
every. town in the country. display 
general merchandise such as foods, 
clothing, and candies, and toys. These 
are generally made either in or by the 
neighboring countries of Palestine. 
The famous “Baklawa and Iknaffeh” 
are cake-like dainties so delicious, sold 
in large copper trays. The sweet can- 
dies, stuffed or. otherwise, made in 
Damascus or in the towns of Pales- 
tine, besides the roasted peanuts, al- 
monds, hazelnuts, pumpkin and wa- 
termelon ‘seeds, also walnuts and 
coconuts, are. sold at that time. Then 
there are. fruits, such as bananas, 
apples, pears, oranges, grapefruits, 
and mandarines, besides the variety 
of vegetables and the very attractive 
sheep or lamb meat seen hanging in 
the many butchers’ shops as you pass 
along the narrow streets of the old 
city of Jerusalem, and Bethlehem as 
well. 

At this occasion the head of the 
family goes down with his children to 
the market, or bazar, carrying two or 


three baskets. They go from shop to 
shop, buying everything they need, 
until they fill their baskets, costing 
them perhaps a hundred dollars or 
more. The rich people kill a lamb for 
their family, relatives, and friend 
who are invited to eat with them on 
Christmas Day. The women buy new 
clothing as required for Christmas 
Day. 

The Eastern Christmas comes thir- 


teen days after the Western dat ' 
therefore, for the reader’s interest 


am going to speak about Christmas 
with the Eastern Church which is kept 
now as it was in the fourth century. In 
the afternoon before Christmas Eve 
night, the head of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church, the patriarch, leaves with 
his army of priests and notables for 
Bethlehem. During the day the pub- 
lic come from all over the middle East 
countries and other parts of Palestine 
to attend the night ceremony at the 
Nativity Church. The people visit the 
famous Shepherds’ Field, about one 
mile and a half east of Bethlehem. In 
front of the church you find thou- 
sands of visitors gathered, the women 
in gay dresses made up of many at- 
tractive colors, waiting the arrival of 
the patriarch, with his long trail, 
coming from Jerusalem. Before car 
were introduced in the country, t 
patriarch and high nobles rode horses 
and his company walked or rode don- 
keys to Bethlehem. As soon as they 
reach the suburbs of Bethlehem, 
crowds of spectators meet them and 
join in the long procession, singing 
along the way until they enter the 
church courtyard. The government 
representatives meet the patriarch 
with such grandeur, having the band 
playing for him the national anthem 
and other salutations; and police have 
always been sent to keep order. 

As soon as night falls, crowds pour 
into the large and magnificent church, 
and there is hardly room to stand. 
The place holds over twenty thousand, 
and those without are more than 
those within and in the town. It is 
very interesting to notice that the 
Eastern Church is composed of three 
denominations; namely, Armenians, 


Coptics and Syriacs. These colebratm@y 


Christmas in the same church, eac 

occupying a corner to itself, where it 
performs the required ceremony. The 
Greek Orthodox, however, own the 
largest and richest portion. The 
Christmas evening service starts about 
7p.m., and we see lights (at one 
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John 3:16, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” 

In conjunction with the above text, 
let us use Moffatt’s translation, which 
reads, “For God loved the world so 
dearly that He gave up his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may have eternal life, instead of per- 
ishing.” Not until we have understood 
God’s nature can we _ understand 
why God would make such a sacrifice 
to save everyone who would call upon 
His name in faith believing. Let us 


Ow and consider who God is. There 


re many characteristics of God men- 
tioned in the Bible, but I shall call 
your. attention to three that are out- 
standing in my mind. First, John 4:24 
says God is a Spirit. Second, 1 John 
1:5 says God is light. Third, 1 John 
4:8 says God is love. 

I like to think of God as love. The 
first characteristic of love is TO 
GIVE; the second characteristic of 
love is TO FORGIVE. When God 
looked down on the world and saw the 
wickedness of the people and their 
lost and ruined condition, His first 
thought was not to hate and destroy 
them, but to give them something. 
And His second thought was not to 
hold a grudge against them because 
they had played the fool, but to for- 
give them. This helps me to under- 
stand why God willingly and freely 
gave His only Son that we might be 
saved from the awful curse of sin. 
Yes, my friend, God gave the best and, 
according to Heb. 10:26, there is no 
other sacrifice to be made. Strange as 
it may seem, Jesus Christ was the 
only person that was eligible to re- 
deem us from sin and destruction. 

ther men have died, but only Jesus 


oe for the sins of the world. God did 


give other things, but never was such 
a Gift as Jesus, and so much the 
more simply because it was God’s best. 
Not only did God give, but He forgave, 


, and that makes the Gift more won- 


derful. Yes, He forgives us of all our 
transgressions, and to know that we 
have been forgiven, and to know that 
we have received Christ, God's love 
Gift to the world, certainly makes us 
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T. W. GODWIN, State Overseer of Virginie 


happy as we approach another Yule- 
tide. 


When Christ Jesus made His advent 
into this world, it was with very little 
observation. The busy world knew 
nothing of His birth. The townspeople 
were in a stir that day and, as many 
today, they were not concerned about 
the things that pertain to God and 


*His kingdom. But the shepherds on 


the hillside heard about it. Yes, the 
wise men from the East, also, heard 
about it. Unto those who were looking 
and listening for the faintest whisper 
or glimmer of light, He did appear. 
Heb. 9:28 tells us that “unto them that 
look for him shall he appear the sec- 
ond time without sin unto salvation.” 
The wise men came seeking for this 
wonderful Baby that had at last been 
given as a Saviour to a lost world. 
And we are told that when they had 
found Him, they worshiped Him, pre- 
senting Him with gifts even of gold. 
Yes, they wanted to give because that 
is the first thought of love. Anyone 
who has God has love, and love is will- 
= Ry ready to give—not the cheap 
things that are not needed, but the 
very best one has. 

Christmas is the birthday of our 
Lord, and to me it does not mean a 
time of drinking, roving about, or 
shooting firecrackers. But it reminds 
me of the love of God and His Gift 
of two thousand years ago; and it is 
a time of loving, giving, compliment- 
ing and rejoicing in the Lord. The 
world goes mad and wild at Christmas 
time, and God is pushed to the back- 
ground. Not only that, many of the 
professed Christians fail to properly 
observe Christmas. I am of the opin- 
ion that no man’s birthday is so disre- 
spected as that of our Lord and Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ. It would be so much 
better and so much more respectable 
if the world could stop for the day 
and celebrate in sacred solemnity 
with praise and thanksgiving, and we 
could demonstrate at this time of the 
year THANKSGIVING—thankful be- 
cause of what God gave us in His 
immaculate Son, and then give to 
others a clean life, an honest heart, a 
truthful spirit, and other things that 
go to make life beautiful and worth- 
while. Such was not only exemplified 
in the action of the wise men from 
the East on the first Christmas, but 
this has been supported in Christ’s 
own teachings when He said, “Love 
not in WORD, neither in TONGUE; 
but in DEED and in TRUTH.” 

It is true that God gave His only 
Son in His sacrifice for the world, 
but there were others involved in the 
transaction, especially Jesus, who, in 
process of time and at the appointed 
time, gave His life. Of course, no one 
can give more than his best, and that 
is exactly what Jesus did. From His 
earliest existence, and from time to 
time, and from place to nee, He al- 
ways made His contribution, regard- 


less of the cost or the type of people 
He was serving. He made His contri- 
bution to His immediate family dur- 
ing His childhood; to the public dur- 
ing His ministry; and to the whole 
world at His death, burial, and res- 
urrection. Yes, my friend, His life was 
that of giving. He received very little 
from those He served, but He knew 
that our lives do not consist of the 
abundance of our possessions. There- 
fore, let us not look upon life, or suc- 
cess, or profits to be the best things 
of life, but let us remember that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive, 
and that God loves a cheerful giver; 
and if we give freely, we have promise 
of receiving in the same manner. When 
we receive Jesus, God’s most precious 
Gift to us, we should by all means re- 
ceive that lovely giving spirit. Isn’t 
it wonderful to have that spiritual 
Christian desire to give to others. Re- 
gardless of the time of year, let me 
say that is the real Christmas spirit. 
Naturally, we owe certain things to 
certain people, and I think of how 
Balfour expressed it, “The best thing 
to give our enemy is forgiveness; to 
an opponent, tolerance; to a friend, 


our heart; to our child, a good e&- 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Thomas W. Godwin is the youngest of six 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Godwin, and by 
birth is a native of Cairo, Ga. He married 
Leeo Dell Smith in 1916. He was converted 
in 1923 under the preaching of Rev. James 
L. Underwood, a Church of God minister, 
and joined the Church of God. He was called 
to preach the same year and licensed in 
July, 1925, and ordained in September, 1929. 
Brother Godwin’s first pastorates were at 
Offerman and Waresboro, Ga., in the fall of 
1925. He accepted the pastorate at Sanford, 
Fla., in 1926, and remained in Florida eleven 
years. The last three years he pastored the 
Jacksonville Church. At the 1937 Assembly 
he was assigned to the state overseership of 
Mississippi, and as state overseer of Texas 
in 1940, from which he asked to be relieved 
after four years because of ill health. For 
thirty years Brother Godwin has been a 
full-time, active minister, having preached 
two years before being licensed. Brother God- 
win has served on several general boards, 
such as the Geperal Board of Trustees, Edi- 
torial and Publications Board for eight years, 
of which he is now chairman, and is now 
state overseer of Virginia. 
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TEXT: Matthew 2:1, 2, “Now when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him.” 


The protest to the sovereignty of 
King Jesus became evident when the 
wise men of the East came to Jerusa- 
lem, “Saying, Where is he that is 
born king of the Jews?” Herod, the 
earthly king, sent them to investigate 
the coming of the strange Child. It 
has rightly been said that there is 
never room for two thrones in one 
kingdom. Therefore, Herod became 
disturbed at the announcement of the 
NEWBORN KING. So troubled was he, 
that he exercised his power and com- 
manded all male children under the 
age of two years to be killed. By this 
he had hope of destroying the new- 
born King, whom he feared to be a 
challenge to his sovereignty. 


King of All 

Jesus came into the world for the 
ultimate purpose of becoming King 
over all, as He clearly stated to Pilate 
in John 18:37. “Pilate therefore said 
unto him, Art thou a king then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness un- 
to the truth. Every one that is-of the 
truth heareth my voice.” Jesus not 
only had the right to be the King over 
Herod, but, praise His holy name for- 
ever, He had the undisputed right to 
claim Kingship over ALL. We hear 
Paul speaking at this point, in I Tim. 
6:15, “Which in his times he shall 
shew, who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.” 

In time to come Christ Jesus will 
reign as the only Potentate. Rev. 
19:16 says, “And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name writ- 
ten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS.” This wonderful King will 
first rule a thousand years on the 
earth, as set forth in Rev. 5:10: 20:4, 
“And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign 
on the earth...and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

Not only will Christ the King reign 
for a thousand years here on the 
earth with His saints, but He will 
finally rule a kingdom which will 
stand forever and ever, as stated by 
Dan. 4:2-3; 2:44. “I thought it good 
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ye Sovereignty of 


King Jesus P rotested 


By EARL P. PAULK 


to shew the signs and wonders that 
the high God hath wrought toward 
me. How great are his signs! and how 
mighty are his wonders! his KING- 
DOM IS AN EVERLASTING KING- 
DOM, and his dominion is from gen- 
eration to generation. And in the days 
of these kings shall the God of heav- 
en set up a kingdom, which shall nev- 
er be destroyed: and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but 
it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
FOR EVER.” Yes, hallelujah, Christ’s 
kingdom will stand forever. 


The Spirit of the Protest 


We see Herod as he represents the 
earthly, or natural, while the new- 
born King Jesus represents the heav- 
enly, or the spiritual and supernat- 
ural. It was at this point, the earthly 
not being willing to be subject to the 
heavenly, that the conflict arose. 
THIS CONFLICT OF THE EARTHLY 
AND HEAVENLY MAY STILL BE 
SEEN AND FELT TODAY. The same 
spirit that was in Herod is at work 
today in such men as Joe Stalin, 
prompting them to kill, steal, lie, 
commit adultery, and indulge in other 
kinds of sinfulness. But, praise God 
forever, in time to come even men 
like Joe Stalin will be forced to con- 
fess that our newborn King, who is 
Lord and Saviour, is LORD OF ALL 
in fulfillment of Phil. 2:10, 11; Rom. 
14:11, “That at the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father”; “For it is written, As I 
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” 

How great, how wonderful, how 
thrilling is the thought of all having 
to confess our King Jesus! It is far 
better for one to confess Him with- 
out force and in return have His ever- 
dwelling presence in his or her life. 


Our Personal Need 


Every individual should strive to put 
down the spirit of Herod. By this I 
mean that we should let King Jesus 
be completely Sovereign over our lives. 
Yes, may He be enthroned in our 
hearts and lives, so He can completely 
control our thoughts and conduct. It 
was necessary for the apostle Paul 


to put off this spirit of Herod to make 
place for the newborn King to con- 
trol him, and give inward satisfac- 
tion, as acknowledged in the follow- 
ing scripture, Rom, 7:19, “For the 
good that I would I do not: but the 
evil which I would not, that I do.” 
Verses 24, 25 state, “O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Gal. 
2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.” 


May our chief concern be to let 
this Babe of Bethlehem be the 
SOVEREIGN RULER OF AND IN 
OUR LIVES. During this Christ- 
mas season, let us look beyond the 
gifts of our friends to the GIFT O 
OUR HEAVENLY FATHER, who ga 
to us His Son to become our KING. 





By birth Rev. Earl Pearly Paulk is a na- 
tive of Irwin County, Ga., born April 29, 
1904. He was educated in the public schools 
of Irwin and Appling counties, Ga. When 
seventeen years of age, he was converted, and 
two years later joined the Church of God. 
Brother Paulk began preaching the same 
year he was converted and has enjoyed 
unbroken ministry for thirty years. 

He was married in 1923 to Addie M 
Tomerlin in Appling County, Ga. To this 
home have been born three girls and two 
boys. The following is a record of his min- 
isterial activities: evangelist; pastor; district 
overseer; state overseer of the following states: 


Michigan, South Carolina, Georgia, North. 


Carolina. He also served as Assistant Gen- 
eral Overseer when there were two, and four- 
teen years on the Supreme Council. He has 
served on the Foreign Missions Board, the 
Publication Interest Committee, and at pres- 
ent is serving in North Carolina as state 
overseer for the second time. 
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We commemorate the birth of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, re- 
membering that He is the world’s 
greatest Missionary. This is no mere 
play on words; He came the greatest 
distance to all people girdling the 
globe, even to them who did not want 
Him. He suffered the most enduring, 
indescribable agony to bring the 
light and life to a world in darkness 
and death. He came, He called, He 
anointed, He sent; His resurrected 
lips are still saying, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the-gospel...” 

When Jesus came, no prophet’s voice 
had been heard in 400 years. Judah’s 
groping priests, without vision, direc- 
ted only in cold forms of ritualism, so 
that the coming of the Bright and 
Morning Star meant nothing hopeful 





om Christian Greetings fo All 
Men Everywhere in the Fonine of the 
Whrld 4 Greatest 





to them. Man-made instruments har- 
nessed the tiny rays of a star, billions 
of miles away, to throw the switch 
that flooded the world with dazzling 
light. But remember, the Babe of 
Bethlehem was with His Father when 
they created the universe, including 
the lights. He is the God of light; 
light is energy that dispels darkness 
and brings warmth, beauty, and hap- 
piness, 

An infidel in his warped thinking, be- 
ing out of harmony with his Maker, 
stated he believed there would be no 
resurrection. He ordered his own 
grave sealed for eternity, never to 
be broken. After his death kind 
friends attempted to grant his request. 
They placed him in a vault tremen- 
dously strong; sufficient against all 


Missionary 
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hazards, they thought, but somehow, 
before the completion of the sealing 
for eternity, a little seed fell inside. 
By and by that tiny seed, having life 
—dormant life—germinated and sil- 
ently grew and grew until it burst the 
mighty bonds and came forth to meet 
the light and put to shame men’s 
feeble efforts to disprove Christ’s 
power—He, the resurrection and life! 
Christ broke up every funeral He at- 
tended, relieved sin-bound, disease- 
stricken, suffering humanity every- 
where He went. 

Today when the world seems 
ruined mentally, financially, and 
spiritually, rushing madly for pleas- 
ure, surrounded everywhere by sin 
and sorrow, with antiquated laws 

(Continued on page 15) 











2,500 ENJOYED LEGION 
CHRISTMAS PARTY IN 1950 AT 
SOMERSET, KY. 


Twenty-three hundred children and 
200 adults attended the second an- 
nual Christmas children’s party of 
Pulaski Post No. 38, American Legion, 
in the National Guard Armory Sat- 
urday morning. The party was an out- 
standing success and brought much 
pleasure to the guests. The Rev. 
Manuel ¥. Campbell was master of 
ceremonies and directed the Bible 
quiz. 

The program included selections by 
the Children’s Chorus and group sing- 
ing led by Hassell DuBose, and short 
talks by County Attorney Homer 
Neikirk, Post Commander Roscoe C. 
Weddle, the Rev. Gerald Ford, County 
Judge C. I. Ross, and Mayor A. A. 
Offutt, and a solo by Miss Eloise 
Roberts. 

More than 150 gifts, including bi- 
cycles, tricycles, dolls, and other ex- 
pensive toys, were distributed in a 
drawing. Bags, containing candy, 
fruit, nuts, and bubble cum, were giv- 
en the guests. Bags that were left 
over were given to Legionnaires and 
local churches to distribute with their 
baskets to needy families. The gifts 
and toys were donated by the Legion 
Post, many business houses and in- 
dividuals. A part of the program was 
broadcast over WSFC.—The Common- 
wealth. 


Page 7 











“Great joy ... be to all people,” 
Luke 2:10. 

If there had been no Christ, there 
would have been no Christians; and 
if there had been no Christians, there 
would have been no Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS, with all of its gaiety, 
gifts, gatherings and joy for both 
a and old. CHRISTMAS, with its 

oundless pleasures for children of all 
classes and colors, from the mansion 
of the rich where luxurious and ex- 
pensive gifts await the awaking of 
the children to enjoy them in a warm 
playroom with carpeted floors, to the 
log cabin on the mountainside where 
happy, bright-eyed youngsters leap 
out on a cold bare floor to find some 
stick candy with red and yellow 
stripes, a few apples, oranges and 
nuts, a few toys from the five-and- 
ten-cent store, and possibly a few 
small firecrackers and Roman candles. 
Yet, mansion or cabin, luxury or pov- 
erty, it is a time of “joy ... to all 
people.” 

While traveling through Central and 
South America, I often saw a wind- 
ing trail up the steep, rough hillside, 
and at the top a large cross in full 
view of the entire countryside. Often- 
times there would be a group kneeling 
to worship the image of some saint 
or the cross itself. When looking on 
such scenes, with my heart heavy with 
sorrow for the poor souls who were 
making such useless and meaningless 
sacrifices, because they did not know 
the true story of redemption, I have 
thought how true was the saying that 
this was the “land of the Christless 
cross.” 

Without Christ the cross is mean- 
ingless, and, likewise, without the 
Christ of the cross dwelling within, 
there can be no true CHRISTIANS. I 
am afraid the word CHRISTIAN has, 
in many places and to many people, 
lost much of the meaning that it had 
in Antioch under the teaching of Paul 
and Barnabas and to King Agrippa 
under the convicting power of the 
Word and through Paul under the 
anionting of the Holy Ghost. A Christ- 
less cross or a Christless professor can 
not produce the results that were pro- 
duced on the day of Pentecost and 
thereafter. It takes “Christ in us” to 
cause men to be pricked in their 
hearts and seek and find deliverance. 

Christianity without Christ becomes 
not only a dead and formal religion, 
but it becomes a mockery, a stumbling 
biock to those who would otherwise 
believe, and a stench in the nostrils of 
God. If we are to spread the “glad 
tidings of po joy—to all people,” 
we must of necessity adhere to the 
admonition, “Let every one _ that 
nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity,” and, “He that saith 
that he abideth in him ought himself 
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By M. P. Cross 


also so to walk, even as he walked.” 
Christ in the lives of true Christians 
will shine out as a light. to those about 
us “in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world.” The true 
Christian BELONGS to Christ. 

Christmas, the time when we are 
supposed to give special praise and 
honor to the Holy Christ Child, is 
most certainly no time to drink and 
curse and profane His name, nor to 
give way to selfishness and indul- 
gences in fleshly things. 

Christmas celebrators who do not 
recognize Christ, much less honor 
Him, are like mere professors of 
Christianity who are powerless, use- 
less vehicles in the conquest for Christ. 
In fact, they become tools in the hand 
of Satan in spoiling lives and damn- 
ing the souls of men and women. We, 
as Christians, look with disgust on 
those who celebrate Christmas by get- 
ting drunk and throwing parties 
where men and women dance, play 
cards, and profane the name of Christ. 
Yet, I wonder if we, as Christ’s dis- 
ciples, always follow the footprints of 
our Redeemer in our Christmas cel- 
ebrations? Do we put forth a special 
effort to actually commemorate His 
birth? What was that He said about 
us making a dinner or supper, and, in- 
stead of calling in our best friends and 
our rich neighbors (expecting them to 
invite us to as good on New Year’s or 
the next Christmas), we should call 
in the poor who are not able to re- 
compense us? Could it be possible that 
MUCH, if not MOST, of our Christmas 
“giving” is, in reality, “loaning,” and 
in our hearts we are expecting to 
“receive as much”? 

I hope no one will think I am ob- 
jecting to Christmas gifts, but in my 
heart I do believe we should do it in 
remembrance of the gifts that were 
brought to Him and in appreciation of 
that GREAT GIFT of John 3:16. Ap- 
parently, Christmas was originally 
celebrated by the church as a remem- 
brance of His birth, and, while they 
celebrated this wonderful religious 
feast, they — and worshiped 
God; thus, while enjoying the out- 
ward pleasures connected with it, 
they also received spiritual benefits. 

I trust that while we enjoy the 
fellowship of our relatives, friends, 
and brothers in the Lord during the 
holidays, we shall not become so taken 
up with customs and unchristian ac- 
tivities that we will be drawn away 
from the sweet fellowship of Christ’s 
Spirit. 

I believe we can enjoy Christmas 
at its best and retain the sacredness 
of Christ’s holy presence. We should 
help children, as well as adults, to 
enjoy Christmas by injecting into it 
the name and spirit of the Great 
Giver of all good things. Thousands 


Christ, Christians, and Christmas 


of people indulge in the pleasures of 
Christmas, right here in a land of 


Christ and being told of the savin 
age of His shed blood. As we sin 
he Christmas carols or prepare gifts, 
we can pray for the spirit of Christ to 
prevail this Christmas and drive out 
the spirit of ANTICHRIST, COMMU- 
NISM, ROMAN CATHOLICISM, and 
every other “ism” that will lead peo- 
ple to eternal darkness and despair. 
I know of nothing that will contribute 
more to this cause and make earth 
and heaven brighter than for us 
to keep CHRIST in us as CHRISTIANS 
during CHRISTMAS. 


churches, without hearing the story of 





Rev. M. P. Cross is a Texan by birth. He 
was “born again” in September, 1912, sanc- 
tified Jan. 30, 1913, and filled with the 
Holy Ghost Feb. 2, 1913. He was licensed as 
a minister by the Church of God, July 15, 
1916, and was married to Lettie Hause of 
Toonigh (Lebanon), Ga., the same _ year. 
Brother Cross was ordained in 1921. He has 
pastored in Atlanta, Valdosta, Dahlonega, 
Sonoraville (now Erwin Hill), and Crane Eater, 
Ga.; Detroit, Mich. (10 years), Benton, IIl., 
and North Cleveland, Tenn. He served the 
Church as one of the Seventy during the days 
when our Council was composed of the 


ordained ministers. He has also served 
a member of the Supreme Council, and h 
served on the Missions Board from its earliest 
existence, part of the time as chairman, and 
later as Executive Missions Secretary. He is 
a member of the Mission Board at present. 
Brother Cross has also served as a member 
of the Board of Directors of Bible Training ~ 
School (now Lee College), member of the 
Orphanage Committee, and as Superintendent 
of the Orphanage. His work as state over- 
seer has been in Michigan, Illinois, Tennes- 
see, West Virginia, and South Carolina, serv- 
ing a second time in Illinois and in Michigan 
where he is at present. 


“Twelve and Seventy” instead of all of "@ 
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GLORIFYING CHRIST AT 
CHRISTMAS 


Text: Matt: 2:11, “And when they 
were come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary his moth- 
er, and fell down, and worshipped 
him: and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh.” 

If there ever was a time when 
Christ’s name should be heralded 
abroad, it is today. The Babe of Beth- 
lehem is hidden too much beneath 
the pyramids of bells, Santas, wreaths, 
and trees. It is the duty of the Church 
of God to bring back Christ to the 


Oui: of the i so that they will 


hole-heartedly sing praise to the 
Babe of Bethlehem. The wise 
men came seeking the Christ Child. 
All wise people seek the Lord Jesus, 
for the Word says, “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
to depart from evil is understanding.” 
They bowed down and worshipped 
Him, and that is what we do today 
when we truly find our Saviour. They 
poured out their treasures of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh on the Christ 
Child. Bible scholars tell us that this 
means they accepted Him as Prophet, 
Priest, and King. They held nothin 
back, ‘and that is the same with al 
true worshippers—they give their all 
to the Divine Gift, Jesus Christ. As we 
have received the Lord, let us pro- 
claim the glad tidings to others. 

I had a dream that our pastor, Rev. 
J. T. Shealy, a few Christians, and I 
were at a large department store. We 
had become well acquainted with the 
store management and they were very 
friendly with us. I thought Brother 
Shealy told them we were going to 
have prayer with them and that I 
would play a Christmas carol on my 

I awoke and thought, What 


rumpet. 
great challenge this is to the Church 
(a) 


f God all over America. If every pas- 
tor and his workers in the Church 
would distribute tracts in department 
stores and all places of business, no 
telling how many hearts would be 
opened to the sweet story of Jesus. 
Most ye ey | loves Christmas car- 
ols, and i astor and one or two 
musicians and singers could render 
Christmas music to the shop-worn 
lerks or employees anywhere, it 
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would be a great blessing. Let us pour 
out our all unto the Christ Child and 
tell the glad news everywhere.—Clif- 
we Emmett, Assistant Pastor, Pelzer, 


THE NAME OF JESUS 
Billy Sunday 


To many Jesus Christ is only a 
grand subject for a painting, a heroic 
theme for a pen, a beautiful form for 
a statue, and a thought for a song; 
but to those who have heard His voice, 
who have received His forgiveness 
and His benediction, He is music, 
warmth, light, joy, hope, and’ salva- 
tion—a Friend that never forsakes, 
lifting up when others try to push 
you down. He pities us with the same 
compassion. There is no name like 
His. It is more inspirational than 
Caesar’s; more musical than Beet- 
hoven’s; more conquering than Na- 
poleon’s; more eloquent than Demos- 
thenes; more a ey than Wash- 
ington’s; more patient than Lincoln’s. 

The name of Jesus throbs with all 
life, it weeps with all pathos, it groans 
with all pain, it stoops with all love, 
its breath is laden with perfume. 

Who like Jesus can pity a homeless 
orphan? Who like Jesus can welcome 
a prodigal back home? Who like Jesus 
can make a drunkard sober? Who like 
Jesus can illuminate a cemetery plowed 
with graves? Who like Jesus can make 
a queen unto God out of the lost wom- 
an of the street? Who like Jesus can 
catch the tears of human sorrow in 
His bowl? Who like Jesus can kiss 
away our sorrow? 

I struggle for a metaphor with 
which to express Jesus. He is not like 
the bursting forth of an orchestra; 
that is too loud, and it might be out of 
tune. He is not like the sea wien 
lashed into a rage by a storm; that 
is too boisterous. He is not like a 





mountain wreathed in lightning, can- 
opied with snow; that is too solitary 
and remote. He is the Lily of the Val- 
ley, the Rose of Sharon, a Gale of 
spices from heaven.—Voice. 









McMINNVILLE, Tenn.—There 
were 110 saved, 92 sanctified, 82 
received the Holy Ghost, in two 
weeks. Calvin igley pastor; 
Amanda Miller, evangelist. 






THOSE SENDING IN FOUR OR 
MORE EVANGEL SUBSCRIPTIONS 


November 29-December 3 


Nancy McCallister, Mont- 
gomery, W. Va. 
Rev. C. E. Pace, N. Little Rock, Ark. 
Rev. Otha Anderson, Crockett, Tex. 
T. M. White, Burkburnett, Texas 
E. P. Franklin, East Rainelle, W. Va. 
Oran R. White, Cumberland, Md. __ 
Eunice Palmer, Waynesville, N.C. _ 
Rev. T. C. Cartwright, Seaford, Dela. 
Regina Paynter, Davin, W. Va... 
Rev. A. R. Heaston, Belie Glade, Fila. 
Martha Pearson, Double Springs, ’ 
Alabama _. 
Mrs. Marie Stiles, Glen Fork, W. Va. ' 
B. F. Darnell, Valdese, N mm. ice 
Rev. C. W. Barnes, Greenville, Ss. C.. 4 
O; K. Fernall, Tulsa, Okla. : 
Mrs. Nettie Rose, Patton, Mo. __ 
Rev. W. J. Blair, Sophia, W. Va. “48 
Mrs. Irwin McLain, State Line, Miss. 5 
Mrs. Annie M. Shrable, Leachville, 
Arkansas - 
Mrs. Doris Lambert, Oak Hill, Ohio _ 8 
Elmo Madewell, Muskogee, Okla. 4 
C. W. Thomas, Switchback, W. Va... 6 
Valena Moser, Madisonville, Tenn... 
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Vertie Harkins, Calhoun, Ga. _. 
Mrs. E. W. Hutchinson, Dayton, Ohio 
Rev. J. R. Owens, Albany, cnc 
R. E. Lovelle, Flint, | ee 
Rev. D. L. Franklin, Perry, Fla. 1 
W. W. Smithers, Edinburg, Texas 
Audrey Bounds, Houston, Texas 
Rev. J. A. Clements, Hazelhurst, Ga. 
J. R. Strickland, Pitts, G 
Nettie Macaby, ‘Logan, Si 
Yvonne Toms, Logan, Il. 
F. L. Muller, Greenwood, S.C. , 
Rev. W. E. Rodgers, Rayville, La.....1 
E. E. O’Neal, Valdosta, Ga. ab ah 
J. W. Vance, Piedmont, W. Va. ——9 
A. V. Beaube, Cleveland, Tenn. __. 
C. F. Barrett, Chapman, Ala. 
Rev. W. I. Burford, Bauxite, Ark. 
H. R. Corley, Mount Airy, N. C. _.. 
H. D. Williams, Birmingham, Ala. __3 
F. W. Petrea, Amarillo, Texas _ 
O. G. Friddle, McLain, ’Miss. ; 
Mrs. Arlen White, Centerville, Iowa _ 
Levi Henson, Russell Springs, Ky. 
Mary Pierce, Ravia, Okla. 
Lillie Seese, Pike, W. Va. 
Laura Smith, Colorado Spgs., Col. 
Coy Myers, Ronda, C. 
T. O. Dennis, Danville, Va. 
L. F. Clements, Dahlonega, Ga. 
Wayne Apple, Cookeville, Tenn. 
Willard Johns, Springville, Ala. 
L. S. Minnick, Dublin, Va. : 
H. D. Williams, Birmingham, Ala. _ 2 
Frank Standifer, Glasgow, Ky. 
F. L. Muller, Greenwood, S. C. 
C. S. McGuire, Woodlawn, Va. 
Mrs. Russel Staten, Cascilla, Miss. 
Margaret Riggs, Mt. Vernon, Texas 
M. L. Lankford, Wharton, W. Va. 
Mrs. Jannie Cook, Hixson, Tenn. 
Rev. Douglas Davis, Fayette, Ala. 
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A REAL BARGAIN 


A $2,670 console organ, one ‘ 
year old, in perfect condition, for 
§ sale at real bargain. Contact 
> Rev. O. B. Graham, Pastor, 
Church of God, Box 386, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 

















Old-fashioned Revivals 








PRATTVILLE, Ala. 
—We have just hada 
5 weeks’ revival, with 
Rev. H. E. Kendrick 
as the _ evangelist. 
Thirty-four were 
saved, 21 sanctified, 9 
filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 18 baptized in 
water, and 21 united 
with the church; 16 
of these were saved in 
the last revival. We 
have gained 27 mem- 
bers in the _ three 
short months I have 
been here as pastor, 
and we are looking 
for God to do even 
greater things for us 
in the future. 

I can truly say we 
have some fine peo- 
ple with whom to 
work. By the help of 
God and the coopera- 
tion of the fine mem- 
bers of the church, we 
are going forward 
and not backward.— 
J. E. Dement, Pastor. 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill—Brother A. B. 
Whittington conducted a revival here. 
Brother Whittington is a young man, 
but preaches old-time holiness. Twen- 
ty were saved, 12 sanctified, 10 filled 
with the Holy Ghost, 11 added to the 
church, and we have received 2 into 
the church since the revival, for which 
we thank and praise our God. The 
work here at Springfield is making 
poe, not by leaps and bounds, 

ut slowly and surely. We have been 
here almost 6 months and God has 

ven us 19 members, and our Sunday 
chool has grown from 24 to 93. We 
have done our best, but we give God 
all the glory for the success accom- 
lished thus far, and are trusting Him 
give us even greater success and 
some way help us to complete our 
—— as we are still worshipping 
in the basement. Pray for us here in 
Springfield.—Carl V. Haney, Pastor. 





NEW CASTLE, Ind.—We have just 
had a 6 weeks’ revival, with Sister Io 
Garlit as the evangelist. We have felt 
God’s presence in our souls and have 
seen His power manifested in a great 
way. The church was filled to tapa- 
city every night, and the altar was 
surrounded with seekers each night. 
The majority of souls that were saved 
were young married couples. = our 
hearts were filled with joy to see these 
young couples and our youth begin a 
life of service for our Lord and Sav- 
iour. Sister Garlit is a wonderful 
messenger of God, and I am sure she 
will be rewarded for her work in this 
life when she comes to the ending of 
her life’s journey. Twenty-four were 
saved, 5 filled with the Holy Ghost, 
13 baptized in water, and 7 added to 
the church. 

We do not want to fail to give our 
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pastor, Brother Puckett, and his wife 
a word of praise for the way in which 
they are working with the church in 
an effort to see every department over 
the top. We appreciate our Sunday 
School superintendent, Brother Earl 
Vincent, and all the teachers who are 
working so earnestly in our Sunday 
School. Our Sunday School is making 
gains in attendance every week. Our 
Y.P.E. services are also gaining in 
interest and attendance. Much of our 
progress is due to to the efforts of our 
Y.P.E president, Brother Ralph Up- 
church, who has a great zeal for God. 
God is surely real to us in New Castle 
and we are expecting greater things. 
—Reporter. 

TOCCOA, Ga.—We have just had a 
2 weeks’ revival, with Rev. Kelland 
Jeffords, of Waresboro, Ga., doing the 
er ge We are happy to report 
hat 24 were saved, 18 sanctified, 9 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 3 add- 
ed to the church. God’s power and 
Holy Ghost worked in mysterious ways 
in almost every service. The Christians 
said they had never been in such serv- 
ices where the Holy Ghost worked as 
it did in this revival. Brother and Sis- 
ter Jeffords are a fine young couple, 
having great success throughout the 
state. Your church will be blessed by 
Brother and Sister Jeffords’ singing 
and Brother Jeffords’ preaching. Pray 
for our church in Toccoa.—J. B. Rob- 
inson, Pastor. 

DAYTON, Tenn.—We have had one 
of the greatest revivals in the history 
of the Church here at Dayton, with 
our pastor, C. M. Newman, doing the 
preaching. Approximately 25 were 
saved, 9 sanctified, 3 baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, 8 added to the church, 
and 7 baptized in water. We thank the 
Lord for all of this. We feel that our 
church has been blessed by having 
Brother Newman and his family with 
us. Our church is on the move to 
higher heights. Pray for us.—Creed 
Dunn, Clerk. 


MORTON, Miss.—We are reporting 
a good revival with Rev. C. M. Newton 
doing the preaching. Eleven were 
saved, 7 sanctified, and 6 filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Brother and Sister 
Newton will be a blessing to any 
church.—W. J. Cothern, Jr., Pastor. 


HE RETURNS TO SOUTH AFRICA 


The time having arrived for me to 
return to South Africa, I wish once 
again, through the medium of the 
EVANGEL, to record my sincere ap- 
preciation to the ministers and 
churches who so cordially received 
me into their midst during my visit. 

I thank God today more than ever 
for His guiding hand that caused our 
two church organizations to unite in 
a greater effort to extend the king- 
dom of God. My visit has been to me 
both educational and inspirational, 
and I return to my country like the 
queen of Sheba of old, saying. “The 





half was never told me.” The fellow- 
ship was blessed and encouraging 
and I can assure you I will return to 
South Africa filled with new zeal and 


ambition for the work of the Church e 


of God. 
I regret that I could not stay long- 
er and meet more of your people. But 
to those who were so kind to me, I 
say a sincere “Thank you.” May God 
continue to let His smile rest upon 
the work of the Church of God, is my 
earnest prayer. 
I covet your prayers. 
Your brother in Christ, 
Walter R. Anderson. 


CHURCH OF GOD MEMBER 
AWARDED BRONZE STAR MEDAL 


Pfc. John E. Dillinger is the son of 
Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Dillinger, Midvale, 
Ohio. John made a one-man charge 
on an enemy position and was award- 
ed the' Bronze Star Medal, by Brig. 
Gen. Thomas L. Harrold, for heroism 
while in action. As his unit, Company 
L, was attacking strong enemy hill 
positions near Konjiam-ni on Febru- 
ary 13, lead elements were pinned 
down on a slope by Communist heavy 
small arms and mortar fire. John, 
disregarding the enemy fire, charged 
a near-by pillbox and silenced it with 
hand grenades. The citation reads: 
“This action enabled the company to 
continue the attack unobstructed. Dil- 
—- courage and devotion to duty 
reflect great credit on himself and 
the military service.” The above ac- 
count on Dillinger’s heroism was for- 
warded in a directive from the W: 
Department on September 4. Belo 
was just forwarded by the War De- 





partment. “En route home from Korea - 


under the Army’s rotation plan is 
Pfc. John E. Dillinger, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. H. L. Dillinger, of Midvale, Ohio. 
A career soldier, he has served with 
the First ome ge | Division’s 7th Cal- 
vary Regiment since September, 1950. 
He previously was stationed with the 
occupation troops in Japan. For his 
service in Korea, Dillinger wears the 
Bronze Star Medal for heroism in ac- 
tion, the Combat Infantryman Badge, 
the Korean Presidential Unit Citation, 
and the Korean Service Ribbon—with 
four campaign stars.” 

John is a Church of God boy, saved 
and sanctified. He sent back from 
Korea $50 to be given for Missions. We 
are happy that he is coming home.— 
His father, Rev. H. L. Dillinger. 


NOTICE 


Rev. J. A. Rafferty resigned 
the work as overseer of Western 
Canada and is pastoring the 
Church in Oxford, Ohio. 

Rev. James A. Stephens who 
was pastor at Benton, Illinois, 


has been appointed to replace 
Brother Rafferty in Western 
Canada. Brother Stephens has 
been a successful pastor, and we 
feel sure he will do his best to 
promote the work in that ter- 
ritory for God and His Church. 
—H. L. Chesser, General Over- 


seer. 
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What God's Unspeakable Gift Means to Me 


By H. B. RAMSEY, STATE OVERSEER OF CALIFORNIA 




















In 2 Cor. 9:15 Paul expresses the 
real gratitude of his heart to the 
Father when he bursts forth in the 
words of the text by saying: “Thanks 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 
The 25th day of December within it- 
self means no more than any other 
day, but we highly respect and bless 
this day because of that which was 
supposed to have happened on this 
day nearly two thousand years ago. 
It is on this day that we celebrate, 
because it has been accepted general- 
ly by all peoples and nations that this 
was the day on which our Lord was 
born, when God gave unto humanity 
the Unspeakable Gift. Some authori- 
ties do not agree with this date. Some 
contend that our Lord was born on the 
20th of April, and some on the 20th 
of May, and some on the 6th of Jan- 
uary, but as we have stated before, it 
is not the day but that for which 
the day stands that really counts. Our 
Lord is referred to as “THE GIFT,” 
and as “THE FREE GIFT,” and as the 
“UNSPEAKABLE GIFT.” Without this 
eift we would have all been eternally 
lost, without any hope of a way of 
escape. Peter said in Acts 4:12, “Neith- 
er is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” In this gift we 
have salvation, for neither is there 
salvation in any other. In this gift, 
also, we have an approach to God our 
Father. There is one, and only one, 
Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. Therefore, we can 
come boldly to the throne of grace in 
the time of need and for everything. 
Also, in this gift we find Someone to 
plead our cause before God, the etern- 
al Father, with whom is true and 
righteous justice. 

Then, Paul refers to the Babe of 
Bethlehem as the Free Gift. In Ro- 
mans 5:18 he said, “Therefore as by 
the offence of one judgment came up- 
on all men to condemnation: even so 
by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon all men unto justifi- 
cation of life.” No one could have pur- 
chased this wonderful Gift, but the 
motive of this Unspeakable Gift is 
revealed in the words: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
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eth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

Even with the great education of 
Paul, with words to express most any 
thought that he so desired, when he 
thought of God’s great Gift to the 
world, he found his words inadequate 
— the value of this marvelous 
Gift. 

A gift is valued in three ways: Ac- 
cording to the love that prompts it; 
what it cost the giver; what it is 
worth to the receiver. 

Whose love prompted this unspeak- 
able Gift? “FOR GOD SO LOVED THE 
WORLD.” We all can readily see that 
the motive of this Gift was love. Then 
what did it cost the Giver? “THAT 


HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON.” Now comes the question, What 
is this Gift worth to those who receive 
it? “THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH 
IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT 
HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE.” John 


~ 1:12, “As many as received him, to 


them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.” Words cannot ex- 
press the value of this Gift. We may 
speak of the love that prompted it, 
what it cost the giver, and what it 
is worth to us, then we have hardly 
touched the surface of the value of 
this Gift. So may we all join with the 
apostle Paul in saying, “Thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 








CALIFORNIA’S BEAUTIFUL STATE PARSONAGE 





Above is the view of the new state parsonage located on the corner of Oakdale and 
Michillinda Avenues in East Pasadena. 


four years old, with hardwood 


The house is a well-constructed, green stucco building, 
floors throughout and tile finish in the kitchen and bath and half. There are three large 
bedrooms with spacious closets and a den which is being used a a bedroom. There is a 
fireplace in the living room, which makes the room very cozy. In addition to the fireplace, 
the house has a gas floor furnace. The dining room and breakfast room are situated so that 
they both open into the living room, also into the kitchen. The kitchen is a cheerful place 
to work and is equipped with modern conveniences, such as an electric garbage disposal unit 
and an exhaust fan over the stove to carry out the smoke and fumes of cooking. 

It being a corner lot, 75 by 150, there is ample parking space. The lawn-covered area in 
the rear of the house is surrounded by a high wire fence, which offers a feeling of privacy 
besides being a nice place for children to play. All of the lawn area is equipped with a 
sprinkling system. There is a cemented patio designed for outdoor living. The garage is quite 
spacious with room for two cars and additional storage space. 

At the present time one of the larger bedrooms has been converted into an office, which 
is reached by a private entrance off the io. 

Sister Ramsey, Gail, Herman and I moved into this lovely parsonage August 23.—H. B. 


Ramsey, State Overseer. 
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Who was Isaiah? Perhaps he was 
the son of the prophet Amos; then 
he was a preacher’s son. One thing 
is sure, he was a very useful prophet, 
not only as a preacher, but as a 
writer. The apostle Paul speaks of 
him as a bold prophet: “Esaias is very 
bold, and saith” (Rom. 10:20). He was 
not only brave, but faithful, for in 
spite of the fact that most people did 
not listen to him, and a good many 
of those who did listen did not be- 
lieve what he told them (v. 16), he 
went right on preaching. And what 
book did our Lord Jesus use in the 
synagogue at Nazareth? It was “the 
book of the prophet Esaias.” And then 
He told the folks, “This day is this 
Scripture fulfilled” (Luke 4:21). Our 
Lord Jesus did not neglect the writings 
of Isaiah, and His disciples made good 
use of the fine teaching: there are 
nearly forty quotations from this 
Book in the New Testament. 

In these days, a candidate for the 
gospel ministry is examined as to his 
religious experience. If Isaiah had 
been examined, he would have told 
how he saw the Lord, and how he 
was cleansed, and how he volunteered 
when the call came for helpers. 

Isaiah saw the Lord. He had heard 
about Him. He believed in Him. He 
came to the Temple, because he was 
interested in the things of God. He 
did not have to go to the Temple in 
order to find out that God was real; 
he could have looked up into the 
Syrian or rather the Jerusalem sky, 
and could have worshiped the God 
of might and beauty. But on one oc- 
casion in the Temple, he had a unique 
experience; it must have been when 
he was there alone. Evidently God 
has a special interest in temples and 
churches. Did Isaiah know that God 
was holy? Undoubtedly, for he under- 
stood what the seraphim cried. Did 
Isaiah enjoy the thunderous praise 
of the heavenly choir? He did, and he 
could not help wishing that he could 
joir in those marvelous words, ‘The 
whole earth is full of his glory.” 
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H, M. HILDEBRANDT 


God forbid that we should ever go 
to the house of prayer without seeing 
Him whom we are supposed to wor- 
ship. It is not necessary for the 
preacher to tell the congregation that 
he speaks in the name of God; it is 
not necessary for the one who reads 
from the Scriptures to remind the 
congregation that he has been using 
the Word of God. God does speak to 
those who have come to hear. Even 
in the hymns we sing, He speaks to us. 
I can remember the first time I heard 
“I’m Living on the Mountain”; it was 
in a tabernacle and was sung by a 





large chorus. When I began to realize 
that they were singing about the foun- 
tain that never shall run dry and the 
manna from a bountiful supply, I 
said to myself, “My heavenly Father 
has plenty of spiritual nourishment 
for me.” I had seen the Lord on that 
day in that place, and in all His glory. 

Isaiah was cleansed. He must have 
needed cleansing; but best of all, he 
realized it. Peter had such an experi- 
ence when the Lord Jesus made him a 
present of a lot of fish. It was so 
human of Peter to tell the Lord that 
he had been fishing in that very spot 
all night and that there was not a 
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fish to be found; it was just as divine a Sa 
for Peter to tell the Lord Jesus that 
he had no business talking like that. 
The children of men need cleansing. 
Maybe they do not want to be 
cleansed; Isaiah did, and he was 
cleansed. If he had any doubt as to 
the meaning of the coals of fire which | 
were applied to his lips, he could not 
miss the message of the words, “Thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged.” 

God still cleanses those who confess 
their sins (1 John 1-9). In order to 
make this experience as real as pos- 
sible, God has given us the cross, on 
which the Lamb of God died for our 
sins, so that it is literally true of us : 
that our iniquities have been taken | 
away. No wonder that some of us 
are especially sensitive to the words 
which refer to the cross, “the blood of a 
Jesus.” 














Isaiah volunteered for divine service. ' 
Whether he did it on this particular | ' 
occasion, or at a later time, he volun- | y 


teered. God could have drafted Isaiah, 
but in God’s work, a conscripted man 
is not very useful. “Who will go for 
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us?” is God’s way of getting helpers. ' d 
When the Lord Jesus needs a min- li 
ister or a missionary, He waits pa- i t 
tiently for volunteers. In the days u 
gone by, there were tens of thousands n 
of volunteers for foreign missionary th 
service; many of them were not ac- tl 
cepted, but they did volunteer. When tl 
the Lord Jesus needs Sunday School Ww 
teachers, He waits patiently for volun- ai 
teers. Most of our churches use a dif- th 
ferent method; but a school for those I 
who are willing to serve as Sunday j oe 
School teachers would be the easiest 25 
way to get volunteers. We still have as 
volunteer choirs, and they are a bene- e bi 
diction and not a curse. When the kn 
Lord Jesus needs a good neighbor, He m: 
waits patiently for a volunteer. it 
“To serve some child of Thine, and .- be 
so serve Thee: ] 

Lo, here am I—to such a work send 

me,” ; 
—GOSPEL HERALD 
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Text: Luke 2:10, 11, “And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not: for, be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” 


In the very beginning of this little 
message I want to thank God for this 
wonderful sermon that was preached 
by the angel and heard by the shep- 
herds. It was the greatest sermon 
that could have been preached. It was 
wonderful in its simplicity. Those 
humble shepherds understood, and 
we should rejoice that we have the 
record of it today. This message still 
vibrates with life and joy. 

Let us notice the first words the 
angel said: “Fear not.” Thank God 
for that statement that helps us to- 
day. The devil would make people be- 
lieve they are hopeless, but listen to 
the voice of the angel: “Fear not. For 
unto you is born a Saviour,” and I 
mean a Saviour, for He can save to 
the uttermost. Do you, as a reader of 
this wonderful record of a Saviour 
that was born, realize just what it 
was to mean to this present age? I 
am afraid we have lost the vision of 
the sacredness of the birth of Christ. 
I realize we are not sure as to the 
exact date of His birth, but as the 
25th day of December has been set 
as the day we should celebrate His 
birth, I am ready to comply, for I 
know He was born, and that is what 
makes me happy. Let us celebrate 
it in a HOLY WAY so that He will 
be honored. 

It is practical to give gifts on that 
day, because God set the example in 
John 3:16. The greatest mistake is 
that the business world looks for- 
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By G. C. HAMBY 


ward to this day from a commercial 
standpoint, and the average person 
thinks only in terms of giving a ma- 
terial gift or receiving one. Let us 
remember it is the Saviour’s birthday 
we are to celebrate and not ours. Our 
gifts should be for the purpose of 
reminding someone of our Saviour’s 
birth. There was a time the world 
needed no Saviour, but after the devil 
caused man to fall there was a need 
for something that even the law of 
Moses could not produce. The law 
was good, but something was lacking. 
Man was not what God wanted him to 
be under the law. He was in dire need 
of a grace that did not exist before 
our scripture lesson, and then a new 
day dawned. The holy angel’s mes- 
sage, “Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy,” has been found to be 
true by millions of Adam’s sad race, 
and they will tell you that it is with 
great joy they serve the Lord. 

I am glad this message has been 
handed down to this present day. 
There were no telephones or radio 
stations to let the world know what 
had happened, but, thank God, the 
world has heard about it, whether 
they believe it or not. The majority of 
the Jews do not believe He is the 
Christ, but they acknowledge His birth 
every time they write a check or make 
out a bill of sale, for our calendar 
dates from His birth. 

Christ Jesus was born in poverty. 
He had to use a borrowed manger for 
His birth, a borrowed boat to ride in, 
a borrowed mule to ride into Jerusa- 
lem, a borrowed room to eat the Pass- 
over with His disciples in, and was 
buried in a borrowed tomb. But I 
want you to know that He is not in 
a borrowed heaven. His poverty is 
over; He is our Saviour. Do you love 
Him as you should? Please, on this 
day that we call Christmas, close your 
eyes and ask God to give you a greater 
vision of His love and greatness. 

I don’t like the much-used abbrevi- 
ation for Christmas—Xmas. That is 












to 
ALL PEOPLE 


what the world is trying to do now, 
take Christ away or out of Christmas. 
I remember a few years ago we would 
~have sunrise service on Christmas 
morning; that was a great time. As 
the sun would come up, a prayer and 
praise from our hearts would go up 
in memory Of the new-born Christ. 
But I hear the complaint now that 
it is too early to go to church. I know 
a group of people who don’t know 
Him as well as Holy Ghost Christians 
should, yet they attend their church 
early in the morning. Don’t let Christ- 
mas day pass without thanking God 
for His wonderful GIFT to the world 
—Christ our Lord. The greatest way 
you can show your appreciation is 
to accept the Gift into your’life that 
God gave to us, love Him, worship 
Him, honor Him, and live for Him. 








Rev. G. C. Hamby is an Alabamian by 
birth. He was saved, sanctified, and received 
the Holy Ghost at the age of sixteen, and 
was licensed to preach at the age of eighteen 
by the Fire Baptized Holiness Church. But 
just before his eighteenth birthday, he was 
married to Adell Turner, a devout Christian, 
of Lanett, Ala. This union was blessed with 
seven girls, and they are all members of the 
Church of God. Those that are married were 
fortunate in marrying Church of God boys. 

Brother Hamby did part-time evangelistic 
work for seven years. In 1928 he joined the 
Church of God as a licensed minister and 
was ordained in 1931. His first pastorate was 
in Thomasville, Ala., then Wilmington and 
Lenoir, N. C., Miami and Tampa, Fla.; 
ville, Tenn., Birmingham (Pratt City), Alz.., 
Spartanburg, ee eng and Belton, 8. Cc. 
and last, Washington, D. C. He is now state 
overseer of Mississippi. 
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Interesting Reports... 








New Church Building in Medicine 
Hat Dedicated Sunday, 
November 18 


_ The progress of the Church of God 
in Western Canada is again seen in 
the fine work that has been done by 


Brother Mark Summers and his good 
people in building the fine new fire- 
proof church in the beautiful city of 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. Rev. Jack Mac- 
Mullen and Rev. M. G. McLuhan, as 
well as the overseer, were there for 
its dedication. 


Several of he Churches of God in 
that district closed their services in 
order to attend this dedication which 
shows that all are interested in seeing 
the work progress. 

To the Church of God in Medicine 
Hat and its pastor and wife, we all 
offer our congratulations on the com- 
pletion of their fine new church, and 
we feel that through the years it will 
be a blessing to all who enter its 
doors.—J. Andrew Rafferty, Overseer. 
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District; C. M. 
urer; Howard McGhee, 

Second row, left to right: R. L. 
Bill Brown, Nashville District; Frank J. 
B. L. Alford, Knoxville District; Ted Moore, 


Alcoa District; 


Third row, left to right: Joe Hodge, Dunlap District; W. 
Douglas, Daisy District; H. 


Cookeville District; John E. 


Newman, Dayton District; A. V. 
Calvin Wiggley, 
Beaty, Sevierville District; W. 
Spivey, North Cleveland District; C. 


BS 


Front row, left to right: John D. Baggett, Lawrenceburg District; J. D. Smith, North Chattanooga District; M. A. Gifford, Jackson 


Beaube, State Overseer of Tennessee; Houston R. Morehead, General Secretary and Treas- 


McMinnville District; V. B. 


Morristown —. 
M. Ht 


LaFollette District; Harry Kutz, Memphis District. 


“Go west, young man.” This was 
Horace Greely’s advice to young men 
of an earlier era. Rev. A. V. Beaube, 
the big smiling overseer of the State 
of Tennessee, said the same to all of 
the district pastors of the State, and 
westward they came. For the first 
time ever in the histroy of the Church 
of God in the State of Tennessee, we, 
of the western, “missionary” end, had 
a real state-wide meeting when every 
district pastor, from Brother Colon 
Dunn on, came to Dyersburg for the 
State District Pastors’ Meeting on 
November 6—9. This was a nice ar- 
rangement, as it coincided with the 
district convention out here and we 
had many visitors with us. I doubt 
that any district convention will have 
as many outstanding preachers with 
it as we had at ours, and to us out 
here, this is a rare thing indeed. It 
is hard for the average member of 
the church in this state to realize how 
far removed we are from the rest of 
you. 

The first night of the District .Pas- 
tors’ Meeting was a happy time, as we 
renewed our fellowship in warm 
handshakes and “neck-hugging” with 
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each other. We soon engaged in a good 
song-feast by the “almost-all-preach- 
er” choir. I don’t have to tell you it 
was good, do I? You know how they 
sing when they get together. Then our 
special two-day guest, Brother H. R. 
Morehead, General Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Churches of God, 
brought a wonderful message. 

We assembled on Wednesday morn- 
ing and the entire day was spent in 
discussing our work with Brother 
Beaube and Brother Morehead. 

Wednesday night was the opening 
night of the convention itself and the 
traditions! “convention spirit’ was in 
the air. The preachers had been ar- 
ranged into quartets (that is, preachers 
who can be arranged thusly) and my, 
how they sang!!! The message was 
again brought by Brother Morehead 
and we were made to see clearly how 
the battle lines are drawn between the 
forces of God and Satan. 

On Thursday the district pastors 
were in session with Brother Beaube 
most of the day. Thursday night was 
a highlight of the convention, with a 
great message on the work of the 
Sunday School by Rev. Spivey, pastor 


G. Abney, South Cleveland District; R. E. 
T. Dunn, Bristol District; C. B. 


Rains, East Chattanooga. 


Burnham, Shelbyville District; 
Godsey, Whitwell District; 


Woods, Lenoir City District; John S, Black, Sparta District; Charlie Frazier, 
Hunt, Dyersburg District; Newby Thompson, state youth director; Ray Morgan, 


of the N. Cleveland Church. 

Though most of our visitors had 
gone, the crowd for this last service 
of the convention was fine and we en- 
joyed the blessings of God in the songs 
by the Gospel Melody Trio and a mes- 
sage from Brother Meares. The Spirit 
of God that has been with these noble 
young people in the opening of the 
new work in Memphis was prevalent 
throughout this service. Let everyone 
who reads these lines pray earnestly 
for the continued success of their ef- 
forts in this great metropolis. 

The Dyersburg pastor, Brother H. M. 
Hunt, and the saints of that congre- 
gation were at their very best in the 


to this convocation. They had worked 
hard to prepare for our coming, as was 
evident in the complete redecoration 
of the church. Everything just shined 
with cleanliness and new paint. 

I close this report with the hope 
that in the not-too-distant future we 
will have a real western camp meeting 
in this end of the State as a per- 
manent institution—Harry O. Kutz, 
3316 Rosamond Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 
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CHRISTIAN GREETINGS 
(Continued from page 7) 


based on prejudice, with millions still 

. ignorantly bound by superstitions and 
@. customs of the dark ages past, I must 
say we need Jesus—this same Jesus 
who spoke worlds into existence, and 
through His short life brought “peace 
on earth and good will toward men.” 
This is the world’s greatest need. 
Shall we take the message to the mil- 
lions of souls that are dying without 
the light? They are calling, “Come 

ver and help us.” 


“Can you still deny their plea? can 
you longer idle be 

While a thousand million souls are 
dying?” 


As we commemorate His birth, let us 
remember His sole purpose of com- 
ing to earth was to save lost men of 
a tribe, kindred, tongue, and peo- 
ple. 

The Missions Department appreci- 
ates all your cooperation this past year, 
and at this glorious time of celebra- 
tion, we wish to extend to you and 
yours a hearty “Thank you” and the 
season’s best wishes for 1952.—J. H. 
WALKER, SR., EXECUTIVE MIS- 
SIONS SECRETARY. 


GOD’S GIFT TO THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 5) 


: ample; to a father, deference; to our 
j mother, a conduct that will make her 
7 i ( roud of us; to ourselves, respect; and 
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o all men, charity.” We should give 
i as we would receive, cheerfully, quick- 
i ly, and without hesitation; for there 
is no grace in a benefit that sticks to 

| the fingers. 
We must ~~ according to our 
' means or God will make our means 
according to our giving. One day while 
/ the rich were giving of the abundance 
: of their possessions, a poor widow gave 
one mite. Jesus said, “She has given 
more than ye all, because she hath 
] given all.” I am reminding you of this 
particular incident so that you will 
not tgs a ten-cent article when you 
could as easily give one dollar. Well, 
we would all like to have a double 
portion of God’s Spirit, and we most 
certainly need it, and_ especially 
around Christmas time. Perhaps to 
give more in dollars and cents would 
enrich our spirits. And we would be 
better Christians, and better prepared 
and qualified to celebrate the great- 
est day of all days, the birthday of 
our Lord. Let us, along with other 
things that will claim our attention 
at this time of the year, take a retro- 
/ spective view of the manger and the 
Christ Child, and be reminded of the 
2 ‘deep meaning of the day. None of the 
gifts of my lifetime have been so pre- 
cious and so appreciated as that of 
JESUS. I have been given money, but 
it’s gone; I have been given clothes, 
but they are worn out. Many and vari- 
ous gifts have I received, and they 
were all necessary and highly appre- 
ciated, but upon my reception of 
Christ Jesus, the Gift of God, I re- 


ceived a _ never-failing, everlasting, 
eL unforgettable gift that abides wit 
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me forever. I am reminded every day 
of the year, but at Christmas time I 
am doubly reminded, and desire to 
celebrate in such a spirit as will be 
pleasing to the Father and the Giver 
of this — Gift. Will you not con- 
sider with me this day in nobler and 
higher thoughts of Christ than ever 
before? God bless you and yours at 
home and abroad. 


CHRISTMAS EVE IN BETHLEHEM, 
PALESTINE 
(Continued from page 4) 

time large candles, but now electric 
lights) which burn all night. School- 
boys and girls sing songs in different 
languages, while most of the crowds 
stand until the service is over, at 
about 1 a.m. The priests read, sing, 
burn incense now and then, and the 
place gets filled with sweet odor, and 
everyone gets washed with perspira- 
tion. Visitors gladly go down to the 
cave where they visit the manger, and 
some of them pay their vows. Probab- 
ly they have prayed there for some- 
thing, and their prayers have been 
answered. The five silver lamps hang- 
ing over the manger remain lit day 
and night, and opposite the place 
where the star of old stood, which 
guided the wise men to the Babe, there 
is a silver star, over which fifteen sil- 
ver lamps hang, filled with olive oil, 
which burn night and day. 

About midnight, the patriarch, with 
ali the high-ranking priests in the 
Orthodox Church, come down in a 
line, followed by foreign counsuls or 
diplomats, carrying a large silver cross 
and wearing costly apparel decorated 
with gold and precious stones. He 
walks round and round several times, 
while singing and reading the church 
teachings for half an hour. Then, sud- 
denly, the famous Bell of Bethlehem 
rings, announcing the birth of the 
Babe of Bethlehem. The singing and 
the sound of the bell is usually broad- 
cast to all parts of the world. It con- 
tinues ringing for a long time, after 
which the people disperse and go to 
their homes rejoicing. When they 
reach home, they greet each other 
with “Merry Christmas,” and as soon 
as daylight begins, everybody gets 
ready to either receive visitors or go 
visiting. Visitors, if they are relatives 
or dear friends, generally stay for 
more than an hour, chatting and eat- 
ing together. The visiting of each 
other day and night is kept up for 
three days, and much money is spent, 
even by the poor. The patriarch and 
his priests return to Jerusalem, where 
they get ready to entertain other 
heads of various communities, govern- 





ment officials, and notables of the 
towns. This is Christmas with the 
Eastern Church, which is unlike that 
of the West. We are glad to know, 
however, that all Christians agree on 
the birth of our Saviour. 


NOTICES 


Those wishing a message sent to 
their sons in Korea or elsewhere in 
our armed forces, please send to me 
their full addresses. Since the Lord 
called me into the ministry I have a 
message burning in my heart for our 
boys in service. Through World War 
II, I sent the Evangel and Lighted 
Pathway to many of our boys over- 
seas. My daily prayer to God is to save 
and keep them. I have a precious son 
who will probably soon be puss. Pray 
that God will save him and keep him. 
I have had a great burden on my 
heart to send religious literature to 
our boys in Korea, and I said, “Lord, 
how can I send it without the ad- 
dresses?” Then in the next Evangel 
there were the pictures and addresses 
of several soldiers. I considered that 
an answer to prayer.—Mrs. Dixie Pate, 
Route 5, Searcy, Ark. 





Please pray for me. I have high 
blood pressure. I do pioneer work for 
new church buildings for the Church 
of God. The Lord has given me over 
50 buildings. I am resting for a few 
days here at our home at 401 S. Bell 
St., San Angelo, Texas; Phone, 40633. 
I shall appreciate hearing from any 
member living permanently in a town 
where there is not a church building 
and wants a church built in their 
town, as soliciting for churches is our 
calling—Sarah E. Fuller. 

I am in full-time evangelistic work. 
Anyone needing an evangelist may 
contact me.—C. N. O’Kelly, Box 43, 
Bremen, Ga. 


REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 


PRAY FOR: 

My complete healing; my boy in service to 
be saved; my family at home to be saved; 
my unsaved loved ones; my daughter to be 
healed; Mrs. H. R. Miller to be healed.—Mrs. 
Elizabth Smith, Coldwater, Miss. 

My eyes to be healed; God to send a Church 
of God minister here.—Ona B. Jones, Colquitt, 





Ga. 

The healing of my little boy’s body.—Mrs. 
Robert Hester, Bloomfield, Ind. 

My wife to be healed.—F. W. Yeo, Rich- 
mond, Canada. 

My daughter and her husband to be saved; 
my two sons.—A sister. 

My husband and son to be saved.—Mrs. Rona 
McBride, Jonesville, N. C. 

My brother, J. C. Whitehead, to be healed.— 
Myrtle Whitehead, Hartwell, Ga. 

My husband to be saved; the healing of 
my body; a sister-in-law to be healed of 
cancer and saved; two unsaved cousins in 
the armed service——Mrs. Beatrice Perkins, 
Davin, W. Va. 

My children to be saved; two girls to be 
healed; Sister Donahu to be healed; Sister 
Waters to be healed; Brother Wroten Dunn, 
that God will use him for His glory and com- 
pletely heal him.—Eliza Mays, Bristol, Tenn. 

My wife to be healed of a painful knee; 
my body to be healed.—Rev. W. M. Jones, 
Prairie Grove, Ark. 

The Lord to completely heal me of eczema. 
—Miss Geraldine Head, Abingdon, Va. 

The complete healing of my body; my 
family to be saved; my lost husband; God 
to make a way for me to attend church.— 
A Sister, Seneca, 8. C. 


Page 15 








Aged Whnisters gis 











Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Kimbrough, 
Mississippians, Rt. 1, Neshoba, Miss. 


Brother Kimbrough testifies, “I was 
saved at the age of seventeen, sancti- 
fied in September, 1917, and baptized 
with the Holy Ghost and added to 
the Church of God in 1920. I was 
licensed in 1921. Most of my work 
was pastoring and evangelizing. I do 
not have a complete record of ser- 
mons preached, number saved, sancti- 
fied, and baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, or added to the church. I do 
remember three churches that I set in 
order: Pleasant Hill, Rochdale and 
McLain, Miss. 

“My wife and Rev. G. C. Dunn have 
been the greatest blessing to me. My 
greatest ambition has been to see 
souls saved. I think the past of the 
Church’ has been good; the present 
is still better; and, if Jesus tarries, 
I don’t know about it, for it is going 
by leaps and bounds, and this floods 
my soul with thanks to our heavenly 
Father.” 

Brother Kimbrough was born March 
24, 1877, in Chickasaw County, Miss., 
and was married to Azelar Hocutt in 
1897. God gave to them four boys and 
three girls. 

Rev. T. F. Blackwell is sixty-three 
years old, being born Aug. 14, 1888, at 
Blackwell, Mo., and is the oldest of 
eleven children. His parents lived on 
a farm. He attended the Baptist 
Sunday School and church. He 
says, “I was converted in the fall of 
1907, in the Baptist Church at Black- 
well, Mo., and that same night I was 
sanctified while riding my horse home 
from church. Very soon after this 
night I began preaching.” 

Brother Blackwell finished the 
eighth grade country school in the 
spring of 1908, took the county teach- 
er’s examination, secured a teacher’s 
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Rev. and Mrs. T. F. Blackwell and 
daughter, Naomi Ruth, 1713 Indiana 
Ave., Joplin, Mo. 


certificate, and began teaching in the 
public school. He taught school four 
years. Between school terms he at- 
tended the state normal school at 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. It was while 
there he met Miss Sylvia DeBord, of 
St. Louis, Mo. They were married on 
Aug. 10, 1911, at Jackson, Mo. His wife 
was a Presbyterian. In the summer of 
1920, Rev. D. P. Barnett conducted a 
tent meeting at Bonne Terre, Mo., and 
on Sunday morning, July 18, his wife 
was saved, sanctified, baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, and healed at the 
tent altar. On July 20, he received the 
Holy Ghost in his room, and on July 
25, his daughter, Mildred (oldest child, 
then seven years old) received the 
Holy Ghost in the same dining room, 
and she, his wife, and Brother Black- 
well all joined the Church of God at 
Bonne Terre, Mo., July 25, 1920. Broth- 
er Blackwell further shows that he 
is a happy father by saying, “We have 
one boy and four girls living (one boy 
and one girl dead), and all were saved, 
sanctified, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and added to the Church of God be- 
fore they were ten years old. Mildred 
married Rev. Hoyle L. Case, and they 
were missionaries four years in India 
and two years in Cuba. 


Brother Blackwell was licensed in 
the Church of God, April 14, 1922, and 
ordained August, 1924. He has pas- 
tored churches in Missouri, Tennessee, 
North Carolina, Ohio, West Virginia, 
and. Illinois. He organized churches 
in Missouri and Ohio. He also built 
and paid for one church in Missouri 
and one in Illinois, and bought two 
parsonages in Missouri. He served as 
district overseer in Missouri, W. Va., 
and Tennessee. He also served as 
state Sunday School and Y.P.E. super- 


intendent in-West Virginia two years, 
and one year in Tennessee. For eleven 
months he was in charge of the 
nursery of our Orphanage in Cleve- 
land. He says, “During my ministry 
many have been saved, sanctified, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and added 
to the church. I have baptized many 
in water, visited many homes, and 
preached many sermons. I consider 
my children and Rev. Greer Hawkins, 
our present missionary to Hawaii, as 
my outstanding converts. The first 
wedding I performed was for Rev. 
J. H. Walker, Sr. Knowing where we 
have come from as a church, what 
we are at present, and how this great 
progress has come about, there are 
no bounds to the future if we will not 
compromise on any point of God’s 
Holy Word.” 






Rev. R. R. Martin, Route 4, 
Box 392A, N. Little Rock, Ark. 


Brother Martin says, “My wife and 
I were saved and sanctified in June 
and received the Holy Ghost in Au- 
gust, 1917. Brother T. S. Payne set 
me forth as a deacon in 1918, and I 
became an ordained deacon April 20, 
1920. I began pastoring three churches 
in Mississippi in 1921-22, and con- 
tinued in the work. I was ordained 
March 14, 1927, by Jesse Danehower. 
Often I meet people who say I was 
the first Church of God minister they 
ever heard preach. I suppose Brother 
J. C. Coats helped me more than any- 
one. My greatest achievement has 
been helping souls to find Jesus. 

“The progress of the Church of God 
in the past has been difficult, but 
now it is on top and is headed for un- 
told successs. I think we shall be with 
our dear Saviour before long. I retired 
in the fall of 1946, and have been af- 
flicted with cancer, but the Lord has 
wonderfully helped me, for which I 
am thankful.” 

Reverend Martin was born March 
29, 1883, in the State of Mississippi. 
He finished the sixth grade of school. 
On Dec. 18, 1906, he married Miss 
Hattie Knight, at Ruleville, Miss. To 
this union were born three sons and 
two daughters. 





THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


















































Sed % Da . 
Rev. and Mrs. I. H. Brabson, 
Spring City, Tenn. 


Rev. Brabson was born April 17, 
1882, at Tampaco, Tenn., in Granger 
County. He was one year old when his 
parents moved to Jefferson City, 
Tenn., where he attended school. He 
completed grammar school and three 
years of seminary work. On Sept. 29, 
1907, Brother Brabson married Laura 
Jones, of Jefferson City, Tenn. They 
were married in Knoxville, Tenn., 
where they lived for many years. God 
blessed them with seven children. 


Brother Brabson says, “I was saved 
in October, sanctified in Novembér of 
1913, and received the Holy Ghost in 
August, 1914. I joined the Church of 
God at Knoxville, Tenn., where I am 
still a member. I was ordained a 
deacon in 1919, by Brother M. W. Let- 
singer, as minister 176, and was or- 
dained a bishop in 1926, by Brother 
T. L. McLain, at Morristown, Tenn. 
My wife was licensed an evangelist in 
1927, and has been a wonderful com- 
panion and helpmeet through all 
these years. She has pastored churches 
as a licensed minister and done a 
wonderful work for the Lord.” 


Brother Brabson has pastored the 
following churches over a period of 
years: McCowan Creek, Morristown, 
Jefferson City, Elizabethton, Greene- 
ville, Carson Springs, Bristol, Kings- 
port, Johnson City, Del Rio, Dayton, 
—— City, Cove Chapel, Cline’s 
Chapel, Newport, Middle Creek, Afton, 
all in Tennessee; Pinola, N. C., and 
Marion, Chilhowie, Wytheville, Dan- 
ville, Schoolfield, Monarat, Shorts 
Creek, Cliff View, Independence, and 
Fox Creek, all in Virginia. Besides 
pastoring churches, he was district 
overseer of the Morristown District 
for three years, the Bristol District 
for nine years in Tennessee, and vari- 
ous districts in Virginia for seven 
years. He served as state overseer of 
Virginia for two years, beginning in 
1934. During these years he did much 
evangelistic work in new places. In 
all of his preaching he says he aver- 
aged at least twenty sermons a month. 
He is unable to give the exact num- 
ber that have been saved, sanctified, 
and filled with the Holy Ghost under 
his ministry, but is sure it will run 
into hundreds, and there are many to- 
day who are still living for God, 
which makes him shouting happy. 

Brother Brabson also set’ the 
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churches in order at the following 
places: Bristol, Cline’s Chapel, Del Rio, 
Newport, Cannon’s Chapel, Greene- 
ville, all of these in Tennessee; also 
Chilhowie and Wytheville, Va. He had 
the honor of setting the first church 
of God in order in Jonesboro, Ind.— 
in an Apostolic Faith Mission, pas- 
tored by Rev. D. C. Boatwright, Sr., 
and he was added to the Church of 
God soon after. He also built churches 
at Kingsport, Del Rio, two at Eliza- 
bethton, Greeneville, and Bristol, Ten- 
nessee. Then, think of it! He built the 
first parsonage in the State of Vir- 
ginia, at Wytheville; also, a parson- 
age at Schoolfield, Va. It was his re- 
sponsibility and pleasure to finish 
church buildings in many places. This 
was really in the pioneer days, when 
money was so hard to get, and many 
people fought holiness. Reverends 
Dewey Daily, Luther Turner, W. J. 
Pritchard, and Preston Taylor all re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost under his min- 
istry. He says, “So many have meant 
so much to us it is hard to name the 
persons who have meant the most. 
Brothers Letsinger, Jernigan, McLain, 
and Bright are outstanding in our 
hearts and lives. Our greatest accom- 
plishment in life has been the souls 
we have helped bring to God, for 
which give thanks to God. 

“In the pioneer days we fought 
many battles with the enemy and suf- 
fered many persecutions for the sur- 
vival of the Church of God, but the 
Church has grown far beyond our 
greatest expectations, and it makes 
our hearts rejoice in the Lord that we 
were a small part of it. We know that 
with God’s help it will continue to 
grow by leaps and bounds. We have 
experiences too numerous to tell. We 
were near Newport, Tenn., in 1923, in 
a brush arbor revival, and the enemy 
became so rough we had to call the 
officers for protection. The people 
took us to and from the meetings and 
stood guard while we preached the 
Word of God. One night the sheriff 
had to arrest one man, and stood with 
him under guard while I preached. I 
was holding another revival, in Cook 
County, Tenn., near the same place, 
and the people fought holiness so 
bad that we had to get fifteen war- 
rants in five weeks for prominent peo- 
ple for disturbing public worship. 
They shot at some of the saints as 
they went to church, and two of them 
had to have shots removed from their 
arms. Ex-governor B. W. Hooper, of 
Newport, stood by us and prosecuted 
our opposers without charge. Some of 
the people threw eggs and tomatoes 
while we were preaching and praying, 
but, praise the Lord, Who has all 
power in heaven and earth, He took 
care of us and brought us through 
over the years and let us live to see 
the Church prosper and grow. We 
can’t thank Him enough for His good- 
ness to us.” 


Brother Johnson’s testimony is that 
“In the year of 1911, God wonderfully 
saved my soul. In 1912 He sanctified 
me wholly, and on January 16, 1915, 
He filled me with the blessed Holy 
Ghost. Soon after this I was called to 





Rev. and Mrs. Ed Johnson, of Box 131, 
Mauldin, South Carolina 


preach His wonderful gospel. He told 
me if I would go, He would go with 
me. I did not have the chance to go 
to Bible School, but that voice kept 
saying, ‘If you don’t go preach, you 
will be responsible for thousands of 
lost souls.’ ” 

Brother Johnson has pastored 24 
churches: 8 in Georgia, 4 in South 
Carolina, 1 in North Carolina, 2 in 
Virginia, and 9 in Tennessée. He re- 
ports, delightedly, that God has given 
him thousands of souls, saved, sanc- 
tified, and filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and many added to the Church of 
God. Some of those received into the 
church were preachers, such as'S. C. 
Chambers, Johnnie Childers, Dennis 
Childers, and many more in South 
Carolina. 

In 1920, Brother Johnson was sent 
to Greenville, S. C., where the biggest 
church in the State is. He says, “We 
had a wonderful time there. There 
were only a few churches in the State 
of South Carolina at that time. I went 
from South Carolina to Bristol, Ten- 
nessee, where we built a new church, 
and it is a good work today. I have 
trusted God for both soul and body. 
In fact, in our pioneer days we did not 
send for divine healers; we prayed for 
our people, and they were healed. I do 
hope and pray that our young preach- 
ers will trust God for both soul and 
body. If they will, they will continue 
to win souls for God and His church. 
I shall soon have to lay my armor 
down, along with the other retired 
ministers, but I feel that I have fought 
a good fight and kept the faith.” 

Rev. Ed Johnson was born July 16, 
1883, in Augusta, Ga. On March 12, 
1902, he married Miss Alice Roberts, 
and to them were born 12 children, 10 
boys and 2 girls, only 3 of whom are 
living. They have 17 grandchildren. 
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THE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP 
HENRY WARE, JR. 


We rear not a temple like Judah’s 
of old, 

Whose portals were marble, whose 
vaultings were gold. 

No incense is lighted; no victims are 
slain; 

No monarch kneels praying to hallow 
the fane. 


More simple and lowly the walls that 
we raise, 

And humbler the pomp of procession 
and praise, 

Where the heart is the altar whence 
incense shall roll, 

And Messiah the King who shall pray 
for the soul. 


O Father, come in! but not in the 


cloud 

Which filled the bright courts where 
Thy chosen ones bowed; 

But come in that Spirit of glory and 
grace, 

Which beams on the soul and illu- 
mines the race. 


Oh, come in the power of Thy life- 
giving Word, 
And reveal to each heart its Redeemer 


and Lord; 

Till faith bring the peace to the peni- 
tent given, 

And love fill the air with the frag- 
rance of heaven. 


The pomp of Moriah has long passed’ 


away, 
And soon shall our frailer erection 


decay; 
But the souls that are builded in 
worship and love 
Shall be temples to God, everlasting 
above. 
From The Watchman Examiner. 


THE VALUE OF HARD PLACES 

Hard places help us to know the 
resources of God. It is only under 
difficult circumstances that we know 
His all-sufficiency. Israel must first 
stand still, and next, behold the sal- 
vation of the Lord. When they ceased 
from their acting, God revealed His 
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power. So He tells them that the 
reason He led them through the wil- 
derness, and exposed them to a sit- 
uation where there were no natural 
supplies of any kind, was to teach 
them that He was adequate for every 
need, and that “man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” God can only become real to us 
up to the measure of our actual 
needs, and every difficult situation is 
just a vessel for Him to fill, and an 
occasion for Him to show Himself in 
His infinite wisdom, power, and grace. 

The apostle Paul tells us that he 
was exposed to every sort of difficulty 
in order that the power of Christ 
might rest upon him according to his 
needs. Therefore, he welcomed each 
new situation as another vessel for 
God to fill and another occasion for 
a to say, ‘““My grace is sufficient for 

ee.” 

Beloved, are we thus proving and 
finding Him equal to all the condi- 
tions of our lives, and glorying in 
being able to tell the world that our 
God shall supply all our need accord- 
ing to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus?—Dr. A. B. Simpson. 





THE POWER OF PRAYER 


For years Niagara Falls poured its 
torrents of water over the falls, and 
power was wasted until somone came 
along and visualized how that power 
could be used and harnessed. 

Today the power of Niagara Falls is 
turning the wheels of industry and 
lighting the great cities of Toronto, 
Buffalo, and Niagara Falls, much of 
the State of New York and the Pro- 
vince of Ontario. Power is realized be- 
cause someone tapped the power that 
was being wasted. 

What power there is in prayer! 
Christ has promised that if any two 
on earth agree on anything it shall 
be done. He said that whatsoever we 
ask in faith believing, whatsoever we 
ask according to His promises shall 
be done. 

What limitless power is ours. The 
power oi God is at our disposal 
through prayer. 

There is little excuse for the lack 
of power in the pulpits, for the lack 
of power in Christian living. There 
is little excuse for the defeat of 
Christians in the church today. 

What power would be ours if we 
only would take hold of it by putting 
the trolley on God’s great power line 
and through prayer take hold of the 
hand of God and revolutionize the 
world for Jesus Christ.—Christian 
Conservative, 





Few things are more pathetic than 
the sight of one who has become s0 
busy with the Lord’s work that he has 
neglected the Lord Himself.—J. B. 
Chapman. 








OBITUARIES 








SELLERS 
James W. Sellers, age 76, of Cleve- 
land, Tenn., died at his home Nov. 3 7 
1951, after an extended illness. He is 
survived by a faithful wife, Lucy Ann 
Sellers; one daughter, Mrs. A. J. Barn- 
ard, Jacksonville, Fla.; two _ sons, 
Henry A. Sellers, of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and Fred Sellers, of Cleveland; 
and a number of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Two sons and 
two daughters, who were Christians, 
preceded him to glory some years ago. 
Brother Sellers was a native of Wes- 
tern North Carolina and became a 
Christian early in life and united with 
the Methodist Church, of which he 
was faithful for many years as lay- 
man and steward. From 1910 to 1915, 
he was much interested and a regular 
attendant at Tusquittee Church of 
God, Hayesville, N. C., receiving the 
baptism with the Holy Ghost during 
this period. He and members of his 
family united with the Church of God 
at Spring Place, Ga., in 1917. In 1920 
he moved to Cleveland, Tenn. Broth- 
er Sellers was not a licensed minister, 
but wherever he had an opportunity 
he witnessed for Jesus Christ. Brother 
Sellers’ funeral was conducted at the 
North Cleveland Church of God where 
he was a member, with the pastor, 
Rev. Frank re, officiating, assisted 
by the Rev. Fonzo W. Ledford, Meth- 
odist minister and nephew of the 
deceased, and Rev. Jack Crye, pastor 
of the Community Hall, Pentecostal 
Church, in Cleveland.—One who knew 
him, Glover P. Ledford. 


HELEMADOLLAR 

Frank Helemadollar, age 72, Oden- 
ton, Md., died Oct. 10, 1951. He had 
been a resident of Tazewell, Va., be- 
fore moving to Maryland a few years 
ago. He is survived by his wife, 3 
daughters, and 2 sons. He was saved 
during a revival conducted by Sister 
Mays.—His Wife. 

McDANIELS 

Sister Leita McDaniels, of Ehren, 
Fla., was born May 1, 1873, and died 
Aug. 22, 1951. She was a faithful and 
loyal Christian mother and a faith- 
ful attendant of the Drexel Church of 
God. She trusted the Lord to the end 
with her body. She is survived by 4 
daughters. and a host of friends and 
relatives. We feel that Sister McDan- 
iels is at rest with Jesus Whom she 
endeavored to serve in the beauty of 
holiness.—G. D. Prince, her pastor for 
five years. 


THE DAY STAR 
(Continued from page 19) 


Prince of Peace. As King, He pera . 
peace, commands peace, creates peace Wr 
in His kingdom. He is our peace, and 
it’s His peace that keeps and rules in 
the hearts of His people. He is not only 
a peaceable Prince and His reign 
peaceable, but He is the Author and 
Giver of all good and the Peace which 
is the present and future for all His 
subjects. He is the Prince of Peace. Let 
us give Him due honor this Christ- 
mas Day and every day. 
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Witt TOWARD ME 


The sun is a star of average bright- 
ness, size, and age. A star is a lumi- 
nous body seen in the heavens; a 
planet, or a configuration of planets 
regarded as influencing one’s destiny; 
a brilliant person. 

In Numbers 24:17, we read, “I shall 
see him, but not now: I shall behold 
him, but not nigh: there shall come 
a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter 
shall rise out of Israel.” 

A scepter. This word originally 
meant a rod or staff. It was then ap- 
plied to the shepherd’s crook and to 
the wand or scepter of a ruler. The 
allusions to it are all of a metaphor- 
ical character, and simply describe it 
as one of the insignias of supreme 
power. It was probably made of wood. 
The scepter of the Persian monarch 
is described as “golden—probably of 
massive gold.” 


es This sets the Son of God forth as 


he bright and morning Star, and on 
whose shoulders rests the government 
of God relative to His association with 
mankind and His right to rule. He 
stilled the tempest, exercising author- 
ity over the laws of nature. He broke 
the bonds of demon power in posses- 
sion of the man who cried, “My name 
is Legion, for we are many.” His au- 
thority reaches to the healing of the 
sick and afflicted bodies. Even far be- 
yond this, He broke the chains of 
death and hell and came forth out of 
the dark domain Conqueror over all 
the powers and principalities over and 
under the earth. Triumphantly He 
showed Himself the Superior Being 
of all in existence. Through this Star 
of Bethlehem, which is crowned with 
all divine authority, the saints look 
for their deliverance when He shall 
arise from the throne of the eternal 
Father, descend through ethereal 
space with the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God, and with a 
shout proclaim His rightful position 
in the complete redemption of His 
children. Then we shall arise to be 
like Him, “for we shall see Him as He 


Signs 


Ss 
* There are many signs and wonders 


to which people look for consolation 
in this day—the glamorous, the glori- 
ous and the spectacular, produced by 
high-sounding philosophers, but as for 
me, I prefer to go to the prophecy of 
Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore, the Lord him- 
self shall give you a sign; Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bare a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.” 


The fulfillment of this prophetic mes- 
sage is found in Matt. 1:21, “While 
he thought on these things, behold an 
angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary, thy wife, for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” 
Then Isaiah again, in chapter 9:6, 
cries out, “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon his shoulders: 
and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, and the Prince 
of Peace. Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with 
judgment and with justice, from 
henceforth, even for ever. The zeal 
of the Lord of Hosts will perform 
this.” In this prophetic scripture is 
embodied everything practically that 
pertains to the fulness of the gospel. 
First of all, it shows that a child is 
to be born. We are convinced that He 
is born, being conceived by the Holy 
Ghost of a virgin womb. We are con- 
vinced that God, our heavenly Father, 
is and was His eternal Father. Unto 
a fallen race, this Son was given— 
given for the purpose of redemption, 
“for he came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many.” 

“The government shall be upon his 
shoulders,” which, in the final anal- 
ysis, means that all the directives of 
God’s eternal plan come through Him 
and the provisions He offered. This 
government is not gape by the 
courses of legalism, but “by grace are 
ye saved.” The government of the 
souls of men is determined by the 
spiritual leadership to which they sub- 
mit themselves, which in the final 
end determines their eternal destiny. 

Wonderful. My, how the souls of 
the saints have rejoiced over this 
phrase, “His name shall be called 
Wonderful”! Of all the beauties, glo- 
ries, and exemplifications of God’s 
grace and power, with which the Son 
of God is the Star, and that which 
revolves around Him as God’s Son, 
this certainly makes us cry out, as we 
behold Him in His love, gentleness, 
and mercy, that He is our wonderful 
Saviour! 

Counsellor. No one could I recom- 
mend to you who could give greater 
counsel than the Son of God. His 
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By Paul H. Walker, State Overseer of Ohio and Chairman of General Mission Board 


words are “yea and amen to all that 
believe.” He is our only source of life 
and support, for in Him we live, and 
move, and have our being. He is the 
One with whom we can counsel, and 
who, with His counsel, dispels the 
clouds, drives away the gloom, dries 
the tears, rejuvenates the soul, gives 
beauty for ashes, honor for dishonor, 
riches for poverty, life for death, 
and heaven for hell, providing we take 
His counsel. 

The mighty God. The mighty God is 
a child born. The “Ancient of Days” 
becomes an infant of a span long. The 
everlasting Father is a Son given. 
Such was His condescension in tak- 
ing our nature upon Himself. Thus 
did He humble and empty Himself to 
exalt and fill us. He was born into our 
world. “The Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us.” He is freely 
given to us by the eternal Father, to 
be all for which our fallen state calls. 
God so loved the world that He gave 
Him. He is born to us. He is given to 
us, earthly human beings, and not to 
the angels that sinned. It is spoken 
with an air of triumph, and the angel 
seems to refer to these words in the 
notice that he gives to the shepherds 
of the Messiah having come. Luke 
2:11, “Unto you is born this day a 
Saviour.” That Christ is born and 
given to us is the great foundation 
of our hope and the fulness of our 
joy in times of greatest grief and fear. 
This Child, in His exaltation, is the 
Son of God; this Son of man, that is 
given to us, is in a capacity to do us 
a great deal of kindness, for He is 
vested with the highest honor and 
power, so that we can be judged 
happy if He be our Friend. 

Everlasting Father. He is the ever- 
lasting Father or Father of Eternity. 
He is God, one with the Father, who is 
from everlasting to everlasting. His 
fatherly care of His people and His 
tenderness towards them is everlast- 
ing. He is the Author of everlasting 
life and happiness to them; therefore, 
is the Father of a blessed eternity to 
them. He is the Father of the world 
to come. He is the Father of the gos- 
pel state which is put in subjection to 
Him and not to the angels. Hebrews 
2:5. He was from eternity, Father of 
the great work of redemption. His 
heart was upon it. It was the product 
of His wisdom as the Counsellor; of 
His love as the everlasting Father. 

The Prince of Peace. He is the 

(Continued on opposite page) 
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Throughout the length and 
breadth of earth the cry goes 
forth today: 

“Behold the Bridegroom cometh 
soon to catch His bride away.” 

And as on fleeting wings the days 
on earth so swiftly fly, 

The bride responds, inclines her 
ear to hear the heavenly cry. 


Each waking hour she thinks of 
Him; she labors for His sake; 


* And in the night, though sleep 


enshrouds, her heart remains 
awake. 
For in her dreams her Lover- 
Lord, speaks tenderly of love; 
Speaks of the day when she 
shall dwell with Him in heav- 
en above. 


He warns, “When certain signs 
appear, be ready then to flee, 

For he who sought my life on 
earth will also seek for thee. 

For tribulation such as man has 
never known before 

Shall reign upon this wicked 
earth ere ‘time shall be no 
more.’”’ 


The Bridegroom’s love is rich and 
pure; His tender voice so sweet. 

It saturates our very soul with 
rapturous joy complete. 

The bride awaits, all robed in 
white, expecting, night or noon, 

To take her flight to glory; for 
the Bridegroom cometh soon! 
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By Chester Shuler 


Jesus is the Master Teacher, 
The teachers’ Teacher, He; 
And if we'll follow in His steps, 
He’ll teach us, you and me. 


When in the flesh He dwelt on 
earth, 
So many years ago, 
Some teaching rules He made for 


us, 
Which we, today, should know. 


Jesus knew the Scriptures holy; 
Knew the Truth as none had 
known; 
Spake as one who had a message; 
Reaped a harvest where He’d 
sown. 


Well He knew His every pupil— 

Knew his every woe and joy; 

Knew just how to suit His mes- 
sage 

To each man, and girl, and boy. 


Jesus looked for good in people, 
And He tells us this is right; 
Saw no guile in young Nathaniel; 
Praised the widow for her mite. 


Jesus’ teaching was so simple 
That a child could understand; 

Yet His words, so full of meaning, 
Shall endure unto the end. 


Jesus used a teaching method 
Fitted to each pupil’s need; 
Day by day, with patience work- 


ing, 
Scattered He the precious seed. 


But more important than His 
method 
Was the influence of His life, 
And He won men by His good- 
ness, 
Gave them peace 


instead of 


At this time the Publish- 
ing House joins you in 
thinking of Christmas and 
what it means to us. It is a 
time of giving, but we can 
never give in comparison 
to the Gift God gave to us 
over nineteen hundred 
years ago. Let us not for- 
get the boys in armed serv- 
ice, but pray that God will 
protect them and give to 
them the best Christmas 
possible. The entire staff 
here at the Publishing 
House joins me in wish- 
ing for you and yours, 
throughout the holiday 
season, the greatest joy, 
peace, and happiness ever 
known. 


CECIL BRIDGES, 
Business Manager 
Church of God Pub. House, 


922 Montgomery Ave., 
Cleveland, Tenn. 





